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Mine dewatering — the controlled removal of groundwater to enable safe, stable, and economically

viable excavation — is intrinsically linked to broader water management systems that encompass inflow

prediction, treatment, reuse, discharge compliance, and post-closure stewardship. Effective water

management must balance operational needs with environmental protection, Indigenous rights,

community water security, and climate resilience — particularly as intensified rainfall events and



droughts challenge traditional hydrogeological assumptions. Standards comparison charts synthesize
fragmented regulatory frameworks (e.g., US EPA’s NPDES permit requirements vs. Australia’s National
Water Quality Management Strategy vs. South Africa’s DMRE Guideline GN R.597) alongside voluntary
industry standards such as the International Council on Mining and Metals (ICMM) Water Management
Principles and the IFC Performance Standard 2. These charts clarify divergences in key areas:
permissible contaminant concentrations (e.g., arsenic, sulfate, total dissolved solids), required monitoring
depth and frequency (e.g., quarterly vs. real-time telemetry), stakeholder engagement mandates, and
closure-related water liability transfer mechanisms. Crucially, they support integrated water management
planning by revealing where harmonization is feasible (e.g., common pH ranges or turbidity limits) and
where site-specific risk assessments must override generic thresholds — especially in sensitive karst or
alluvial aquifer settings.

Key Components

1 Regulatory Jurisdiction Mapping

2 Parameter-Specific Compliance Thresholds

3 Monitoring & Reporting Requirements
Applications
Application

1 Permit application preparation and gap analysis

2 Cross-border mine development due diligence

3 ESG reporting and assurance alignment (e.g., SASB, GRI 303)

Related Concepts




1 Hydrogeological Risk Assessment

2 Mine Water Treatment Train Design
3 Water Stewardship Frameworks (AWS, WEF)
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